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Consumed

An Epistolary Poetry Collection

By Rowan Tackitt

What follows is the story of a woman named _______ ______ who was diagnosed with

pulmonary tuberculosis—also known as consumption or phthisis—at only __ years old.

After some time at _________ Sanitarium, she returned home more beautiful than ever.

Upon her death, the ashes of her heart became medicine for those who fell ill in her wake.

Lewis Moorman, Tuberculosis and Genius, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1940).
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PREFACE

There’s a —-------------------– –

—– cure for tragedy. It is called –

– – –

—------------------– —- your heart –

—------------------- —-----------– – 1

Wells, Edward Franklin, Pulmonary Tuberculosis, Crerar Ms 102, Hanna Holborn Gray Special Collections Research
Center, University of Chicago Library.

1 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason; and Other Lies I’ve Loved, (New York: RandomHouse, 2018), xi.
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Synopsis

– – – —-------

– —------- tuberculosis, wildly contagious

and incurable, –– —------ wormed its way into her

lungs and devoured her life. – — She had been—-----

– – —---- the first –—-------

– – —-------

– – —---- so

her parents packed her things in a trunk and sent her

away to a – —--- sanitarium – —-------

– – —-------

– —----- she was shuttered, —-----

– – in the bloom of youth, watching from

– windows as her life withered away. –

–

– She – –

– —- cut—--- deep into the tissues of her

lungs to – carve out the infection. —- she

– – –

– —would make – –
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– war, – and –

– – –

– — her world wouldn't end in a locked –

room. – – 2

Frederick Roberts, Theory And Practice OfMedicine, (London: H. K. Lewis, 1880), 438.

2 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 145-146.
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Certainty

—------------ I am tired most of the time, but I feel driven

– – –

-—----------------- to say something about dying –—==--

– — —-------—----- grief – - —-=—-

– – –

—--------– ----------------- I have been infected by the

urgency of death. – —---------------= —=----------------3

3 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, (New York: RandomHouse, 2018), 106.
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Herrick, James Brian. Papers, Crerar Ms 44, [Box 13, Folder 14], Hanna Holborn Gray Special Collections Research
Center, University of Chicago Library.
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Wasting

==- – - – blood – and

– —-----=- doctors —------

– - I wear myself out. —--

– —-- —-- a young

woman who – –== —-------

– – no one is watching. – –—=--- I crawl,

– —---- I am hollow. There is nothing left,

except – – dread. – —--------

– -4

4 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 143.
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Edward Delafield, An inaugural dissertation on pulmonary consumption, (New-York: John Forbes & Co., 1816), 15.
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Womanhood

-—-- I receive —----- little —--- encourage-

ment while I —-------

—----– cough flecks of red, red blood onto white

—-------

hands. —-------

Dying is exhausting.5

5 Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 115.
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“Asheville, N.C., Winyah Sanitarium.” Durwood Barbour Collection of North Carolina Postcards (P077), North Carolina
Collection Photographic Archives, Wilson Library, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Waiting

IT IS ALMOST SUMMER, but –

– – —--- it is another Wednesday. –

– – –

– – –

– –- It doesn't get easier. Deep breath. —-

– – — live. – —---6

6 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 154.
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Surrender

—------------------- —----- BEARINGAWAYMY—--- ---

—------------------- hours, —---------- I lie —------------ -----

waiting for —------------------- —----- ---- - my time.

—------------------- —----------------- -- — I long for

that — “yes.” I keep thinking——— — I am

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------

—------ enough. It will— be sufficient.———————

——— — It will — be the life that I — ———

—------------------- —------------------- ——----- had

planned. —----------------- Let me

==== === love you—-

—--- I am bargaining. I am trying

to find magic. —-------------------------------------------------7

7 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 53.
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Herrick, James Brian. Papers, Crerar Ms 44, [Box 13, Folder 14], Hanna Holborn Gray Special Collections Research
Center, University of Chicago Library.

Ordinary Time

—--------- POURED— - OUT—-- - WE

—-------------- -- are stumbling through—-- --

—------------------------- --- Time, the—- ---

—------ --- phase —------ --- beginning with

Epiphany—------ ----- and ending with Ash

— ----------------- Time picks up again after the

mysteries of —--- ------- - ascension —-----

have passed, and stretches out to swallow the rest of the

— ---- space between. It is —------ ------

—------------------------------ ------ without —--

—------------------------------ cosmic intervention. —-- –—8

8 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, (New York: RandomHouse, 2018), 141.
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Wells, Edward Franklin, Pulmonary Tuberculosis, Crerar Ms 102, Hanna Holborn Gray Special Collections Research
Center, University of Chicago Library.

Wanting

—--------- I —----------------- desire —-- escape—------------

—--------- an escape from—--------------------------------------

feeling—---------------------------------------------------------------

—---------------------------------------------------- relief from the

wounds of the — past —-----------------------------------------

—--------------- salvation from—---------------------------------

—-------------------------------------------------------------------------

—-----=------------------------------------------------------------------

—-------- the things that go bump in the night—----------

—---— a modicum of power—---------------------------------9

9 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, (New York: RandomHouse, 2018), xiii.
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Sophocles, “Antigone” in The Three Theban Plays, translated by Robert Fagles, (New York: Penguin Books, 2000), 64.

How to get out?

Peel back your thick skin.

Break through the armor of bone.

Follow your heart home.

Sophocles, “Antigone” in The Three Theban Plays, translated by Robert Fagles, (New York: Penguin Books, 2000), 86.
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How did the fire start?

You found somebody

something

to love

and your heart began to

burn

with flames far too hot

too wild

for you to contain.

Michael Bell, Food for the Dead: On the Trail of New England Vampires, (Middletown, CT:Wesleyan University Press,
2013), 22.
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Cheer

THE LONGDAWN —------- WILL SOON BEGIN -

– we are all learning to wait. –

– – —-- for now we

must sit in the darkness.

I come – –

– – –

—------- with all sincerity– –

– – –

– to sing –

– – –

– – –

in the wind. – – 10

10 Kate Bowler, Everything Happens for a Reason, 88.
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